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WELCOME  

Welcome to the fifth 

edition of The Western 

Port Times. 

 

This magazine has been 

introduced as a rebirth of 

the original Western Port 

Times, which was 

published in Grantville 

from 1898 until 1910. 

 

Produced by The 

Waterline News, for the 

U3A Local History 

Group, based in 

Grantville, The Western 

Port Times is a creative  

Exercise to showcase 

Grantville’s history, via 

the group’s website. 

 

Originally started as a  

monthly magazine only 

available online, a limited 

number of printed copies 

are now available each 

month. 

See subscription details 

on page 2. 

All previous editions are 

available on the website  

creating what the group 

believes will be a valuable 

historical resource. 

 

Grantville was gazetted on 

20 September 1872, 

almost 146 years ago and 

has a rich and proud 

history to be uncovered 

as more time passes. 

 

We would like to invite 

all of you to contribute to 

the effort, with any 

stories, memorabilia, 

photos, maps etc. you 

may have in your 

collections.  

You will have a great 

opportunity to do this at 

the “Grantville History 

Day” at the Grantville 

Hall on 6 October. 

 

See the poster on page 3 

 

In This Edition: 

This month we  follow up 

last month’s story on  

Andrew Cunningham’s 

Dead Man’s Penny with a 

story by  Dr. Jane 

Hendtlass on the Family 

Search for Andrew’s 

father, John Andrew 

(Jack) Cunningham. 

Pages 8/9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also have a great 

story on some history of a 

cottage which was once in 

Pier Road Grantville, 

near the Pier.  

Pages 7/8 

 

Then we have a the page 

story on the re-birth of 

The Western Port 

Times.      Pages 4/5 

Next Month: 

Next month we will have 

a report on the Grantville 

History Day. 

 

We will also have a brief 

history of the history of 

the Glen Forbes General 

Store. 

 

Also, another Dead 

Man’s Penny has surfaced 

in Grantville with a 

fascinating story of a 

young soldier’s letters 

home to his mother 

during WW1.  
                                Editor 

Check out the website and subscribe FREE   -   www.grantvillehistory.com.au  

2 May 1902 

  20 Jan 1899 

12 August 1910 



Links to other sites 
Group member, Grantville local, Clive Budd,  

Who is now also the webmaster for the new Bass 

Valley Historical Society website: 

www.bassvalleyhistoricalsociety.com.au 

has started a list of links you might be interested in, to 

other historical Associations. 

If you know of any we should add to the list, please do 

not hesitate to let us know: 

Email: leader@grantvillehistory.com.au 

 

Historical Group links 

 

South Eastern Historical Association 

seha.org.au 

 

Koo-Wee-Rup Swamp Historical Society 

kooweerupswamphistory.blogspot.com.au/ 

 

Lang Lang and District Historical Society 

langlang.net/historical.html 

 

Leongatha and district Historical society 

leongathahistory.org.au 

 

Wonthagi Historical Society 

wonthaggihistoricalsociety.org.au/ 

 

Western Port Historical Society Inc. 

hwphs.org.au/ 

 

National Library of Australia Trove 

trove.nla.gov.au/ 

 

State Library of Victoria 

slv.vic.gov.au/ 

 

Grantville History 

grantvillehistory.com.au 

 

Inverloch Historical Society 

cv.vic.gov.au/organisations/inverloch-historical-society/ 
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SUBSCRIBE FREE 

Have The Western Port Times emailed direct to 

your inbox each month. 

Send your name and email address to: 

leader@grantvillehistory.com.au  

THE WESTERN PORT TIMES  

Editor & publisher Roger Clark 

For the Bass Valley U3A Local History Group 

PO Box 184 Grantville 3984    

Phone 0410 952 932  

(Leave message if no answer)  

Email: leader@grantvillehistory.com.au 

The Western Port Times is now available in 

Print. 

 
From this issue, The Western Port Times is now 

available in print, but only to subscribers.  

 

There is no cost for the magazine, which we  

published FREE, with the subscription price only 

covering the cost of postage and the envelope. 

 

Postage is $2.00 per copy and the envelopes cost 

close to 50 cents so the subscription charges are as 

follows: 

  

Six months        $15.00 

Full Year           $30.00 

 

Payments can be made by direct deposit, contact the 

editor for banking details. (Email or phone, details 

below). 

We can charge your Paypal account if you have one. 

or you can send a cheque for $30, or 30 $1 stamps 

to: Editor, PO Box 184 Grantville, 3984  

_________________________________________ 

 

The Waterline News has been 

publishing stories on our local 

history since it started in 2014. 

 

We have already started featuring 

some of these articles in The 

Western Port Times, and will 

continue to do so as space 

permits. 

 

We have also started work on a series of 

compilations of all the local history stories which 

have featured in The Waterline News. 

 

More details soon. 
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 The birth of the current Western Port Times was reported in both the Bass Coast Post Post online and the 

Phillip Island Vibe this month. 

                 …../4                
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Newspaper re-born 
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Cottage in Pier Road 

Pier Road Grantville, north side, near the beach. 

 

This copy of the photo of this cottage was given to us 

by Local History Group member Jan Walker, 

although it is not clear who actually took the photo or 

when it was taken. 

 

The information we have is that Jack Barker (Brother 

of Fred Barker and Alma Geyer) and his wife Alma, 

lived there in 1938-39 before returning to 

Melbourne, where Jack joined the Army. 

 

The Cottage was taken over by Hugh and Alma 

Geyer, 1939-1944. 

 

It was then bought by Albert Blackney and occupied 

by his son Edward before being sold to Duncan 

(Tiny) Dorman and Jack Little, circa 1946. 

 

We also believe it was occupied by Dawn Mathieson 

in 1958/59 and Tom and Sadie Simpson, 1959/61. 

 

If you know any more about the cottage or those who 

lived there, we would love to hear from you. 

 

leader@grantvillehistory.com.au 

P.O Box 184 Gramtville, 3984   

 

 

 

The truck has a wind up hoist and was used to carry 

gravel for the roads. Fred Barker (Snr) and Hugh 

Geyer (Snr) had the contract to gravel roads, from the 

Grantville Pit.                                                ………./7  



Cottage in Pier Road 

Fred Barker’s tip truck which was used to cart 

gravel for the roads from the Grantville pit. 

 

The cottage in Pier Road, would have been where 

the Customs Shed was on this 1888 map, supplied 

by Local History Group member. Geoff Guilfoyle. 

 

Geoff has also done a lot of work for our website, 

with some fabulous photos. 

 

Note on the corner of what is now Bass Highway 

(Main Road) and Pier Road,  and Pier Road (Then 

Government Road), where the Transaction Centre 

is now located, then was home to the Colonial 

Bank of Australasia and the Coffee Palace. 

 

This site later became the 

home of The Western 

Port Times which was 

also a general printing 

office. 

 

The office was destroyed 

By fire in 1910 and the 

paper was never 

published again.  
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This Family Search - John Andrew Cunningham was first published 
In The Waterline News in April-May 2016 

                    ……./9 
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Books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This month we look at one of the most significant 

local history books produced in our area. 

 

Written by Jan Harper for the Kernot Hall and 

Reserve Committee in 2003 the book is still relevant, 

perhaps even  more so given the recent surge in 

interest in local history. 

 

Kernot, Woodleigh and Almurta came into their own 

during the railway era, from 1910 to 1978. 

Settled from 1986 onwards, life changed as milk 

from the dairy farms and stock raised on properties 

were linked with markets through the silver thread of 

the new railway line. 

Communities expanded as railway personnel, and the 

infrastructure they attracted, boosted the settlements. 

 

While this history reflects that of Gippsland as a 

whole, it is unique to the area in drawing our 

personal lives and juxtaposing them with larger social 

and economic trends. 

 

The idea of  a history of these three little 

communities arose from discussions between Jan 

Harper and Bruce Campbell, himself a third-

generation descendant. Jan had been part-time 

farming in Kernot for more than 30 years, and came 

to love the area and respect its people.  

The opportunity to research and write a history was 

too tempting for her to resist. 

 

The book contains the most amazing collection of 

photos, covering the history of this beautiful area, 

most I would suggest never seen before, publically. 

Get a copy of the book. 

Copies of the book are still available at The Kernot 

Store, and you may pick up in some of the other 

stores in the area. $30.00. 

 

Copies will be available at the Grantville History Day 

at the Grantville Hall on Saturday 6 October. 

 

Copies will also be available from The Western Port 

Times,  $30.00 plus postage, or free local delivery. 

 

We will endeavour to bring you a sneak preview of 

some of the photos from the book in the coming 

months. 

__________________________________________ 

 

Next month 

 
Next month we will have 

review of a fabulous new 

book on Australian food 

history. 

 

A Timeline of Australian 

Food 

By Jan O’Connell 

 

We will also have an opportunity for one lucky 

reader to win a copy of the book valued at almost 

$40. 

 

The book chronicles 150 years of Australian food, 

beginning with the first Australian cookbook in the 

1860’s and ending in 2010 with the game-changing 

cooking show, MasterChef. 

 

Old recipes hold a fascination for quite a number of 

people and we are hoping to start a series of 

historical recipes in the coming months. 

__________________________________________ 

 

The Waterline News  

 

The September edition of 

The Waterline News, with 

one of Grantville’s oldest 

houses on the cover is out 

now.  

 

If you missed a copy, you 

can get it, along with all 

previous editions, on the 

website: 

www.waterlinenews.com.au 
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Traces Magazine 

The launch of Traces Magazine earlier this year has 

created great interest from people interested in local 

history, wherever they live. 

 

Interestingly the first two issues featured stories from 

our own area. 

 

The first issue featured a great story of the Lady of 

the Swamp at Tullaree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was followed by a great story on the  

Harmers Haven Murders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edition 3 is now on sale and features some great 

stories, including one on photographic storage and  

restoration  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have received a number of inquiries regarding 

where to buy the magazine and have obtained the 

following information from the publishers. 

 

The list covers our target area, and subscribers, plus 

areas they might be likely to be passing through 

 

Traces Magazine Stockists in our areas 

 

Lonsdale News   Dandenong 

Leongatha Newsagency  Leongatha 

Yarram Newsagency  Yarram 

Stows Newsagency  Bairnsdale 

Mornington Newsagency Mornington 

Hampton Park Newsagent Hampton Park 

Berwick Newsagency  Berwick 

Ringwood East Newsagency Ringwood East 

Emerald Village News  Emerald 

Warragul News   Warragul 

Tooradin Newsagency  Tooradin 

San Remo Newsagency  San Remo 

Newsxpress    Inverloch 

Wonthaggi Newsagency Wonthaggi 

Fountain Gate Newsagency Narre Warren 

Beach St Newsagency  Frankston East 

Bayside News & Tatts  Frankston 

Strezelecki News & Tatts Mirboo North 

Wantirna South Studfield Studfield 

Traralgon News & Lotto Traralgon 

Pakenham Newsxpress   Pakenham 

Grantville Newsagency  Grantville 

 

If you require any additional information, contact the 

publisher : 

www.tracesmagazine.com.au 
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If you have old photos you need restored, give Trish a call.  


