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Welcome to edition 10 of 

The Western Port Times. 

 

This magazine has been 

introduced as a rebirth of the 

original Western Port Times, 

which was published in 

Grantville from 1898 until 

1910. 

 

Produced by The Waterline 

News, for the U3A Local 

History Group, based in 

Grantville.  

The Western Port Times is a 

creative exercise to showcase 

Grantville’s history, 

complimenting the group’s 

website: 

www.grantvillehistory.com.au 

Inside this month’s edition: 
Part 4 of the Jane Hendtlass early 

history of the Grantville Cemetery. 

This is one of the most significant 

historical works created in recent 

times and this month’s instalment 

gives a fascinating insight into  

Alfred William Selman (1833-

1902),  one of the early trust 

members.. 

 

Then we have a special feature,  

a chapter from the outstanding 

local historical book, The 

Andersons of Western Port. 

Starting on Page 10,  Chapter 10 is 

about the Harmers Haven 

murders, which at first thought 

you might think is a long way out 

of our area, but once you have 

read this chapter, you will realise 

the closeness of its significance to 

us, and I also think you will be  

looking for your own copy of the 

book.  

It’s a great read, not to be missed 

if you are interested in the history 

of our area. 

 

KORUMBURRA AND 

DISTRICT HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

The society was founded in 1967 

with the aim of collecting and 

indexing local history and has a 

focus on written material and 

photographs.  Meetings are held 

monthly at the rooms in King 

Street, Korumburra, in the former 

Shire of Korumburra building.  

They welcome enquiries relating 

to the history of the area, and the 

history of families that have made 

their homes in the area.  There is 

a rich history in the settlement of 

the area and the establishment of 

the coal mining industry, and 

much more.  The rooms are open 

on Tuesday afternoons, or you 

might like to make other 

arrangements for a visit by 

contacting the archivist, Doug 

Boston on 5655 1932, or 

secretary, Janet Wilson on 5657 

2267.  Postal enquiries can be 

made via our post office box 293 

at Korumburra, 3950.   

Read more about the 

Korumburra Historical Society on 

page 15. 

 

Check out the website and subscribe FREE   -   www.grantvillehistory.com.au  



Links to other sites 
Group member, Grantville local, Clive Budd,  

Who is now also the webmaster for the new Bass 

Valley Historical Society website: 

www.bassvalleyhistoricalsociety.com.au 

has started a list of links you might be interested in, to 

other historical Associations. 

If you know of any we should add to the list, please do 

not hesitate to let us know: 

Email: leader@grantvillehistory.com.au 

 

Historical Group links 

 

South Eastern Historical Association 

seha.org.au 

 

Koo-Wee-Rup Swamp Historical Society 

kooweerupswamphistory.blogspot.com.au/ 

 

Korumburra & District Historical Society  

Janet Wilson 5657 2267  or PO Bo 293 

Korumburra 3950 

 

Lang Lang and District Historical Society 

langlang.net/historical.html 

 

Leongatha and district Historical society 

leongathahistory.org.au 

 

Wonthagi Historical Society 

wonthaggihistoricalsociety.org.au/ 

 

Western Port Historical Society Inc. 

hwphs.org.au/ 

 

National Library of Australia Trove 

trove.nla.gov.au/ 

 

State Library of Victoria 

slv.vic.gov.au/ 

 

Grantville History 

grantvillehistory.com.au 

 

Inverloch Historical Society 

cv.vic.gov.au/organisations/inverloch-historical-society/ 

The Bass Valley U3A Local History Group 

are still looking for photos and information 
on places of significance to our local 
history. 

If you have anything you would like to 
share with us, we have the facilities to scan 
or photograph your items so they do not 

have to leave your possession.  
 

If you have something you would like to 
share:  
Email - leader@grantvillehistory.com.au   
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SUBSCRIBE FREE 

Have the Western Port Times emailed direct to your 

inbox each month. 

Send your name and email address to: 

leader@grantvillehistory.com.au  

THE WESTERN PORT TIMES  

Editor & publisher Roger Clark 

For the Bass Valley U3A Local History Group 

PO Box 184 Grantville 3984    

Phone 0410 952 932  

(Leave message if no answer)  

Email: leader@grantvillehistory.com.au 
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Books 
As the summer 
tourists speed 
down the Bass 
Highway on their 
way to Phillip 
Island and the 
holiday resorts of 
South Gippsland, 
they give little 
thought, as they 
cross the Bass 
River bridge, to 
Samuel 
Anderson, the 
first permanent 
settler in Eastern 
Victoria whose original farmhouse stood on 
the river-bank at this point. 
Until the early 1980’s little was known and 
less had been written of this Scotsman and his 
partner Robert Massie, and his two brothers 
Hugh and Thomas Anderson. 
To fill this gap in the written history of 
Victoria, a group of Bass Valley Historical 
Society members dpent four years researching 
the lives of these pioneers. 
This book is the result of their work. 
 

The Andersons of Western Port 

The Discovery and Exploration of Western Port, 

Victoria and the Life of the First Settler in Eastern 

Victoria, Samuel Anderson, and his Two Brothers, 
Hugh and Thomas. 

From 1797 to 1903 

 

The book was written by Thomas Horton and 

Kenneth Morris. 
 

The book was first published in 1983, by the Bass 

Valley Historical Society, with the support of the 

then Council of the Shire Of Bass. 

It remains one of the most significant historical 

works written on this area. 
 

This month, with permission from the Bass 
Valley Historical Society, we bring you a 
chapter from the book, Chapter 10 - The 
Cape Patterson Murders, which I am sure 
you will find extremely interesting.  
This feature starts on page 10. 
After reading it I am sure you will be looking to 
buy your copy of the book. 
Copies Available :- eskidmore@dcsi.net.au 
 
The beautifully illustrated cover, shown above, 
was drawn by Ethel Pike, whose outstanding 
painting of The Gurdies, in the 1970’s features 
on the cover of the February edition of The 
Waterline News. www.waterlinenews.com.au 

Written by Jan Harper for the Kernot Hall 
and Reserve Committee in 2003 the book is 

still relevant, perhaps even  more so given 
the recent surge in interest in local history. 
Kernot, Woodleigh and Almurta came into 

their own during the railway era, from 1910 
to 1978. 

Settled from 1986 onwards, life changed as 
milk from the dairy farms and stock raised 
on properties were linked with markets 

through the silver thread of the new railway 
line. 

Communities expanded as railway 
personnel, and the infrastructure they 
attracted, boosted the settlements. 

While this history reflects that of Gippsland 
as a whole, it is unique to the area in 
drawing our personal lives and juxtaposing 

them with larger social and economic 
trends. 

 
Copies are available from The Western 
Port Times.   
$30.00 plus postage, or free local 

delivery. 
 

Email: 
leader@grantvillehistory.com.au 
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The Grantville Cemetery Early History Part 4  Alfred William Selman (1833-1902)    

Last month I explained John Dickins’ personal 
and commercial involvement in the evolving 
Grantville community and the ways this 
interaction influenced the Grantville cemetery.  
In particular, I said that John and Elizabeth 
Dickins built and opened a store on their 
Melbourne Road property and took over the 
post office business  from Henry Schűler (1836
-1888) in October 1876.  However, further 
research has shown that John Dickins bought 
Allotment 83 (which seems to have been later 
re-numbered to 95 causing much confusion) 
on the corner of the Jumbunna and Main 
Melbourne Roads on 30 January 1876 and was 
running the Grantville newsagency by May 
1876. Therefore, it is likely that he opened his 
store and took over the Grantville post office at 
the same time.   He later occupied the 
adjoining Allotment 179 and opened the 
Grantville Hotel on 29 December 1877. i 

Alfred William Selman (1833-1902) was 
appointed to the Grantville Cemetery Trust on 
11 February 1878 and was the first of the five 
original trustees to leave the district.  Unlike 
John Dickins, he was an Anglican saw mill 
operator, bridge and road contractor, business 
man and farmer who lived in Queensferry from 
1875 to 1878.   
Alfred Selman was born on 1 December 1833 
in Northampton, Massachusetts in the United 
States of America.   He was third of at least 10 
children born to John Bond Selman (1791-
1870) and Jane Roberts (1796-1867). ii John 
and Jane Selman were both born in England 
and John worked as a stone mason iii but, 
considering the limited transport options at 
that time, the family travelled frequently 
between England and the United States: On 15 
June 1826, Alfred’s oldest brother, James 
Roberts Selman (1826-1901), was recorded as 

born in Boston, Massachusetts but he was 
baptised on 9 July 1826 in Wotton under Edge, 
Gloucestershire, England. iv  Daniel Bond 
Selman (1828-1909) was born in 1828 in Bath, 
Gloucestershire and Alfred Selman was born 
on 1 December 1833 in Northampton, 
Massachusetts.  In 1841 and 1851, the family 
were living in Laycock, Wiltshire, England. v  
John and Jane Selman and their other 
remaining children moved back to 
Northampton Massachusetts in about 1855 
and Jane Selman died there on 7 April 1867. vi  
On 11 June 1868, John Bond Selman married 
Bridget Clansey (1833-) in Northampton, 
Massachusetts vii but he was living with James 
Roberts Selman’s family in Holyoke, Hampton 
Massachusetts when he died in 1870. viii 

Meanwhile, Alfred Selman was living in 
England with his parents in 1841 and he was a 
warehouseman in Bath  in 185. ix  In 1852, he 
followed Daniel to the United States and, other 
than his three years in Grantville, Alfred 
Selman continued to trail after his older and 
bolder brother for most of the rest of his life.   
By 1848, Daniel Selman had returned to the 
United States and married his first wife, 
Hannah Ann Hill (1833-1875) in Connecticut.  
He was working as a millwright in Kennebunk, 
York, Maine in 1850. xii On 3 September 1853, 
Daniel and Hannah Selman migrated to 
Australia through Port Phillip on the sailing 
ship “Ariadne” and Daniel became known as 
the "Yankee" who wheeled his barrow and box 
of tools from Geelong to Ballarat because 
commercial carriers refused to take Americans 
to the gold-fields. In 1854, the 3rd of his six 
children, Martha Elizabeth Selman (1854-
1929), was born at Sailors Gully; she is 
believed to be the first baby born on the 
Ballarat diggings.xiii              …../5 

         Current view of the site of early graves in Grantville 

by Jane Hendtlass 
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The Grantville Cemetery Early History - Alfred William Selman (1833-1902)    continued 

Daniel Selman also witnessed the Eureka 
Stockade on 3 December 1854 xiv so he would 
have known James McPherson Grant (1822-
1885) who represented the Eureka Stockade 
rebels in 1855 before he became a Member of 
Parliament, Commissioner of Crown Lands & 
Surveys, President of the Board of Lands & 
Works and Grantville’s namesake. xv   
The brothers, Alexander Stewart (1831-1888) 
and John Stewart (1832-1905), also arrived in 
Ballarat at that time and John was involved in 
the Eureka Stockade. xvi  
In 1857, Daniel Selman entered two 
partnerships with another American from 
Massachusetts, Charles Henry Edwards (1832-
1921), who had established the United Saw 
Mills Company in Sturt Street, Ballarat and the 
American Steam Saw Mill at Harry Beale’s 
Swamp in Bullarook Forest about three miles 
from Ballarat.  On 12 March 1857 and  
established the United Saw Mills Company in 
Sturt Street, Ballarat and the American Steam 
Saw Mill at Harry Beale’s Swamp in Bullarook 
Forest about three miles from Ballarat.   

On 12 March 1857 and 30 August 1860, these 
partnerships were dissolved and Charles 
Edwards went into receivership in 1861. Their 
American Steam Saw Mill was re-named the 
Border Saw Mill when they sold it in 1862. xvii   
Meanwhile, Alfred Selman was living in 
Williamsburg, Massachusetts on 26 March 
1852 when he married Marion Susan Saxton 
(1833-1922) in Brattleborough, Vermont. x   
In 1855, Alfred and Marion Selman had 
returned to Northampton, Massachusetts with 
the first two of at least seven children and 
Alfred was working as a labourer. xi   
On 26 August 1858, Alfred and Marion Selman 
followed Daniel to Port Phillip on the sailing 
ship “John Q Adams”. xviii 

The Selman brothers built the second American 
Saw Mill in January 1861 in Doveton Street 
but Alfred’s family lived in Raglan Street, 

Ballarat. xix 
However, their company, Selman & Selman, 
quickly became insolvent and the partnership 
was dissolved. Alfred Selman continued to live 
in Raglan Street and, after resolution of serious 
legal issues arising from their executing a 
mortgage over all their assets in favour of one 
of their creditors, he ran the Ballarat sawmill 
under his own name until the brothers were 
discharged from bankruptcy in 1862. xx 

U.S S. John Q Adams 
 

By 1866, Alfred Selman owned a sawmill near 
Woodend on the Campaspe River which  he 
leased to two Scotsmen, Adam Currer (1818-
1882) who lived in Woodend  and either Andrew 
Addison (1833-1889) from Newbridge or Henry 
Taylor Addison (1831-1895) from Fryers Creek, 
xxiv while he lived in Woodend breeding 
Clydesdale horses until 1875. xxv 

Meanwhile, Daniel Selman left Ballarat in 1862 
and spent a few years in New Zealand before 

establishing the Factory Sawmill in Grafton, 
New South Wales in 1866.  In 1870, he selected 
a further 40 acres and opened another 
American Steam Mill in Grafton on the 
Clarence River. xxi  On 1 August 1878, he 
married his long-time partner and mother of 
his other 14 children, Anna Maria Engert (1847
-1943), in Church Hill, New South Wales. xxii  

Daniel Selman was also briefly an alderman in 
Grafton in 1880. xxiii 

In about 1873, Alfred Selman invested in a 
partnership with Joseph Samuel Lee (1839-
1906). 

                            .…./6 



The Western Port Times   February  2019           Page 6 

Joseph Lee had owned a saw mill and timber 
yard on the corner of Chetwynd and Victoria 
Streets in Melbourne but it burned down on 8 
March 1872 causing him to become insolvent 
and sell his Melbourne business on 16 and 25 
January 1873.   With the apparent financial 
support of Alfred Selman, he moved to live on 
20 acres on the water front in Queensferry 
(Allotment 90).xxvi   
Alfred Selman withdrew from his partnership 
with Joseph Lee on 25 January 1875, just 

before the Crown advertised the lease on 
Allotment 90 was as a Special Lot at an Upset 
Price of £2 an acre on 6 February and 31 July 
1875 and Joseph Lee’s  remaining assets were 
sequestrated on 19 November 1875.  Joseph 
Lee and his sons re-established themselves at 
the Duck River Saw Mill in Tasmania and, by 
25 February 1876, a Melbourne master cooper, 
Andrew Money (1827-1902), owned Allotment 
90 in Queensferry and leased it to the 
Queensferry  school teacher, George Henry 
Driver (1853-1923).xxvii 
After selling his household furniture in 
Woodend on 25 February 1875 and seeking 
compensation for some of his land in Woodend 
on 7 March 1875, Alfred Selman took the 
opportunity to move to a 40 acre property in 
Queensferry (Allotments 87 & 88) sub-leased 
from Stephen Lindsay (1827-1879) by 17 April 
1875. 

Rather than working as a saw mill operator, 
Alfred Selman, like Stephen Lindsay, worked 
as a contractor building bridges and roads for 
the Phillip Island & Woolamai Shire Council 
and he also ran some sort of business that 
involved payment for goods.  Stephen Lindsay 
had transferred his Crown leases on 
Allotments 87 and 88 to timber merchants and 
saw mill operators, John Vincent Quiggin 
(1853-1932) and William Vincent Quiggin 
(1851-1926), xxviii before they were auctioned 
on 19 September 1876so that, by 13 April 

1878 Alfred Selman was farming their 40 acres 
of land on the water front in Queensferry 
between the vacant and unimproved Allotment 
87A leased by James Cuthbert (1810-1900) 
and Stephen Lindsay’s small Allotment 126.  
James Cuthbert still owned Allotment 87A 
when he died.  He also held and lived on the 
pastoral leases for the 16,000-acre Hurdy 
Gurdy run and the 7680-acre Westaway run 
from about 1850 until he sold them to James 
Scott (1829-1896) in 1859.  Readers of earlier 

stories about the Grantville Cemetery will 
remember that James Scott sold the Hurdy 
Gurdy and Westaway runs to Samuel Henry 
Cohen (1821-1899) in 1867 and that this 
transaction initiated the sequence of events 
that led to establishment of the informal burial 
ground north of the Deep Creek and 
declaration of the township of Grantville in 
1872.xxix  

Alfred Selman took an active role in the 
Queensferry community: he stood for but lost 
election to the Phillip Island & Woolamai Shire 
Council in 1877, and he was honorary 
secretary for the Queensferry Boxing Day 
Sports in 1878. xxx  He was also closely 
associated with another Grantville Cemetery 
trustee, Alexander Stewart.   
Alfred Selman would have known Alexander 
Stewart through their brothers when they all 
lived in Ballarat, he lived close to Alexander 
Stewart in Queensferry, he undertook contract 
work for the shire when Alexander Stewart was 
a councillor and they shared experience as saw 
mill operators.  Further, last month I reported 
some of the circumstances surrounding 
Alexander Stewart’s allegation that William 
Baker Adams Brandrick (1823-1892) was 
inappropriately drunk and had sexually 
assaulted students at the Queensferry co-
operative school so that William Brandrick had 
to leave the district and sell most of his land in 
Grantville at upset prices in 1873. He took up 
a position as Anglican lay reader in St Mary’s 
Church in Woodend in September 1874. xxxi   
Although Alfred Selman lived in Woodend 
when this dispute arose, he was an Anglican 
so he would have known William Brandrick for 
about four months before he moved to 
Queensferry.  However, on 31 May 1875, 
Alfred Selman relied on Alexander Stewart’s 
report of the allegations to confirm they were 
true in a letter to a guardian and 
Superintendent of the Woodend Sunday 
School, Cornelius Johnstone (1830-1888), so 
that William Brandrick’s position there also 
became untenable.           
                                       …../7                           
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In 1875, William Brandrick sued Alfred Selman and 

Cornelius Johnstone for compensation alleging 

slander.  Alfred Selman’s letter was tendered in 

evidence and Alexander Stewart was a key defence 

witness.  Although the action against Alfred Selman 

did not proceed, the jury found that Cornelius 

Johnstone had no justification for broadcasting the 

contents of Alfred Selman’s letter and harming 

William Brandrick’s reputation. xxxii 

On 11 February 1878, the Governor in Council 

appointed Alfred Selman as trustee of the Grantville 

cemetery and, in the absence of a separate public 

meeting, he was also appointed trustee for the 

Corinella Cemetery. xxxiii   A public meeting in 

Corinella recommended Alfred Selman‘s continuing 

appointment to the Corinella Cemetery Trust on 18 

March 1878 and, unlike his four Grantville Cemetery 

Trust colleagues, the Governor in Council confirmed 

his position on 18 April 1878. xxxiv  

There was no other obvious reason for Alfred 

Selman to volunteer as a cemetery trustee in 1878 or 

for the Corinella community to favour him when they 

rejected Alexander Stewart and the other three 

temporary trust appointments:  None of Alfred 

Selman’s family is buried in the Grantville or 

Corinella Cemeteries, he had not participated as a 

witness in any of the burials at the informal burial site 

north of the Deep Creek and he was a relative new-

comer to the district.  Further, Alfred Selman 

attended only three meetings of the Grantville 

Cemetery Trust between 22 June and 4 September 

1878 before he left the district and in effect resigned 

from the Grantville and Corinella Cemetery Trusts.  

He made his most important contribution at his last 

meeting of the Grantville Cemetery Trust when he 

seconded John Monk’s motion seeking a further 

allocation of the land comprising the informal burial 

site on the north side of the gazetted Grantville 

Cemetery and he did not attend the next meeting on 

24 September 1878. xxxv 

On 27 January 1881, Alfred Selman’s position and 

two other vacancies on the Grantville Cemetery Trust 

were filled by Isaac William Delaney (1857-1926), 

Frederick Augustus Nowell (1829-1910) and James 

Patrick Clarke (1861-1943) but Alfred Selman’s 

position on the Corinella Cemetery Trust remained 

vacant until 11 August 1888. xxvi 

By 17 May 1879, Allotments 87 & 88 had reverted to 

John Quiggan and Alfred Selman moved to Darnum 

near Warragul and established the Selman & Co saw 

mill which became fully operational in January 

1880.xxxvii   However, access to markets was a 

problem and, despite chairing a community meeting 

in May 1880 to promote building of a road west from 

Darnum to Macdonald’s Track, he had closed his  

 

 

Darnum saw mill by the end of that year. xxxviii 

Alfred Selman moved to work with his brother, 

Daniel Selman, again at his American Steam Saw 

Mill in Grafton, New South Wales xxxix  but their 

partnership dissolved in 1883 when Daniel sold the 

American Steam Saw Mill and was again declared 

insolvent. xl   In 1890, Daniel moved to Sydney and 

became inspector of bridges for the New South 

Wales Government. xli   

In 1884, Alfred Selman changed his lifestyle again 

when he set up the first commercial poultry farm in 

New South Wales at Waterview on the western side 

of the Clarence River close to Grafton and quickly 

became a recognised breeder and judge of black and 

brown-breasted game ducks and brown and white 

leghorn hens and a fruit grower. xlii  He must have 

also made some money when his property was 

compulsorily taken up for the new railway because he 

built a new two-storey house and moved his 

operation to Milton Street in 1888. xliii 

Alfred Selman echoed his early life experience when 

he  publicly promoted American-style commercial 

expansion. xliv  He was also elected an Alderman of 

Grafton in 1899 and appointed a magistrate in 1901.  

He held these positions until he died. xlv   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 7 June 1902, Alfred William Selman died from 

pneumonia in Villiers Street, Grafton, New South 

Wales. He was buried in an Anglican ceremony the 

Grafton Cemetery. xlvi   

In 1903, Marion Selman sold their home and out-

houses in Milton Street, Grafton. xlvii  On 17 

October 1922, she died in Victoria Street, Grafton, 

New South Wales. xlviii 

 

Next month I will tell you about John Monk (1829-

1880).  John Monk was a Grantville Cemetery trustee 

for 2 ½ years from 18 April 1878 until he died on 19 

October 1880.  Although he was not a trustee, his 

brother, Matthew Monk (1839-1918), also made a 

crucial contribution to the Grantville Cemetery 

infrastructure between 1878 and 1910. 
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 The Andersons of Western Port 
Chapter 10 
The Cape Paterson Murders (1841) 
The Bunerong tribe in their nomadic 
wanderings to and from the Mornington 
Peninsula and Anderson Inlet, sometimes 
bypassed the Bass River and Griffıths Point 
area. This might have been why the Bass 
farmers had far less trouble with the 
Aborigines than did Jamieson and Rawson at 
the head of Western Port. Unfortunately, a new 
element was introduced, which caused 
consternation amongst the white settlers living 

around the bay. There are several versions of 
the events which followed, written by those 
who became involved, and these all help to give 
the correct sequence in which they occurred. 
Samuel Rawson, now being based in 
Melbourne, was able to obtain leave from time 
to time, to help with the work at Yallock 
station. Having arrived at Yallock two days 
previously, he recorded in his journal on the 
10th October: 
At about 5.00 p.m. a large party, consisting of 
two coal miners and wives, and four whalers 
arrived from Massie and Anderson`s in a boat 
with the intelligence of the murder of two of 
their party by some V.D.L. (Van Diemen`s 
Land) blacks who are now at liberty in that 
neighbourhood – the murder had taken place 
near Cape Paterson but the blacks are 
supposed to be near Massie and Anderson’s. 
Of course, Rawson’s ‘two coal-miners and 
wives’ were Mr. & Mrs. Watson, their daughter 
and their son Patrick. This tragic event was 

described in more detail in Massie’s letter to 
Superintendent La Trobe, which was sent in 
haste from the Bass farm. 
 
Bass River. 7th October 
Western Port 1841 
Sir, 
I beg to acquaint you that a party of V.D. 
island Blacks have been here and I am sorry to 
say have murdered two out of a party of six 
whalers who have been proceeding overland 
from Lady Bay to Melbourne. The Blacks were 
at my station about the middle of last month 
and remained a fortnight. They afterwards left 
for Cape Patterson where the overseer of the 
coal works with his wife, daughter and son 
were living. The overseer was intending to 
remove nearer our station and had made a 
temporary hut where the women remained 
whilst they proceeded to get some provisions 
from the store hut, during their absence the 
Blacks came and took the women a 
considerable way into the bush where they left 
them. They then rifled the hut of its contents 

and set it on fire, taking with them the guns 
and ammunition. When the overseer and his 
son were returning from Cape Paterson, they 
were shot at by the Black and some shot 
entered the son's leg not doing any serious 
injury. On hearing these circumstances I sent 
a party in pursuit. Only an hour before the 
men reached the hut a party of whalers 
arrived, when seeing no one inside two of the 
party went out to see if any person was 
without when they were unfortunately shot by 
the Blacks, the one through the head and the 
other in the eye, one had not died 

instantaneously but he was dreadfully 
mutilated on the head. The Blacks were at this 
time on an adjacent hill making gestures.  
The men went in pursuit and held them there 
several hours but were unsuccessful in 
capturing any of them, they are still in the 
vicinity. The party consists of two men and 
three women, the men are named Bob alias 
Jamie and Jack the latter a stockman and I 
believe a native of Cape Grim V.D. Land. The 
women are named Truganinni, Matilda and 
Fanny. They must have plundered some other 
hut before arriving at my station as they 
brought a large quantity of meat and sugar 
with them. 
To His Honour 
La Trobe Esquire      
  R. Massie 
 
This letter raises two interesting questions. 
Firstly, what were whalers doing at Cape 
Paterson? Lady Bay was one of the three safe 

harbours situated on the east coast of Wilson’s 
Promontory, and was then used as a whaling-
station for rendering down whale-oil. 
Apparently, the six whalers had been working 
there and, perhaps, becoming impatient while 
waiting for a boat to pick them up, they 
decided to find their way overland back to 
Melbourne. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“A Pioneer’s Home, Perhaps this was 
Samuel Anderson’s first home? 

 

   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

             
 



 

The Western Port Times  Februaryy 2019                 Page 11 

 The Andersons of Western Port Chapter 10 
The second question was what were the Van 
Diemen’s Land indigenes doing on the east 
side of Western Port? They had crossed from 
Tasmania with Mr. G. A. Robinson and his 
family, when he came to take up his 
appointment as Chief Protector of Aborigines in 
the Melbourne District. They were Robbery 
Timmy Jimmy, alias ‘Small-boy’, and Jack 
Napoleon Tarrapurrura, both of whom had 
been servants of Robinson for eleven years, 
and were accompanied by three women, also of 
Robinson’s household, Lalla Rookh 

Truganinni, Fanny Waterfordia and Matilda 
Natapolina.  The most notable of these was 
Truganinni, famous as the Queen of the 
Tasmanian Aborigines, and believed to be the 
last surviving full blood of her race.  

These five Van Diemen's Land Aborigines had 
been living in and around Melbourne for 
approximately two years before they became 
outlaws. They commenced by stealing from 
settlers in the Dandenong area, eventually 
finding their way to the Bass River, where they 
remained a fortnight without causing any 
trouble, and from there proceeding to Cape 
Paterson. In the meantime, on the 6th October, 
the whalers had also reached the Cape and 
possessed themselves of Watson's home, which 
he had vacated to take his family to the 
temporary hut. The whalers were surprised to 
find the house empty, and two named Cooke 
and Yankee went to look for the people they 
supposed to be living there. A little later the 
rest of the party heard two shots but, 
apparently, did not seek the source of the gun-
fire. 
Having left his wife and daughter at the 
temporary hut Watson and Patrick returned to 
obtain more provisions, and were astonished to 
find their home occupied by four whalers. 
Patrick in looking for the two missing men, 
quickly found the dead body of Yankee shot 
through the head and Cooke, still alive but 

with a severe head-wound from which he died 
a short while later. The two bodies were buried 
in a sand-gully above high-water mark, and 
the whalers set off for the Bass farm to raise 
the alarm, whilst Watson and his son hastened 
back to the temporary hut.  
After the V.D.L. Aborigines had shot the two 
whalers they travelled back to the temporary 
hut, captured the two white women, took all 
the provisions, guns and ammunition, set fire 
to the building and took their captives deep 
into the bush, where they left them. Sometime 
later they saw Watson and his son returning 

for the last time, and fired at them, wounding 
the latter in the leg. Mrs. Watson and her 
daughter were found by the rescue-party, and 
all reached the safety of the Bass farm. It was 
said later that the Aborigines had mistaken the 
two whalers for white men against whom they 
bore a grudge.  
It was fortuitous that on that particular day, 
when this dreadful news reached Yallock 
station, Mr. Powlett, Commissioner of Crown 
lands, and two policemen had also arrived 
there. Mr. Powlett and Rawson agreed to start 
immediately with the two policemen in the 
boat, proposing to stay at Mr. Mundy's station 
that night about sixteen kilometres down the 
bay. Mr. Mundy, himself, went on horseback to 
light a fire, to show them the landing-place. 
They were poor navigators, for after rowing 
three hours and not seeing any light, they were 
forced to land on an open reedy plain where 
there was no firewood. After an unpleasant 
night they set off again, reaching Mundy's 
station at Stockyard Point, where Mr. Mundy 
was taken on board and, eventually, they 
arrived at the Bass farm, where they were told 
that the Aborigines had robbed one or two of 
the small stations in the neighbourhood. The 
following morning two parties were formed, Mr. 
Powlett, Rawson, Samuel Anderson and two 
policemen taking one side of the river, whilst 
Robert Massie, Mr. Mundy, one policeman and 
two other men pursued the Aborigines along 
the other bank.  
After five hours spent pushing their way 
through thick scrub, and nettles almost as tall 
as themselves, they found a double-barrelled 
shotgun and a stomach-pump.  
A stomach-pump was an odd item to be found 
on the banks of the Bass River in 1841. It was, 
of course, part of Hugh Anderson's medical 
equipment, which had been stolen by the 
outlaws, and then dropped on the river-bank.   

The searchers returned to the Bass farm, 
deciding that assistance, including an 
experienced tracker, was needed from 
Melbourne.  
          ……/12 
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The party from Yallock returned by boat, 
calling in at Settlement Point, where George 
Westaway, his partner, Armstrong, and their 
men were busy clearing the land. When they 
went with Westaway to his tent it was found 
that everything had been taken, although he 
and his men maintained that it had never been 
out of their sight. Not unnaturally Westaway 
was most distressed, and after Powlett’s party 
had left, he and his men went in pursuit, and 
found the place where their property had been 
hidden by the Aborigines. They recovered 

everything, and returned to their tents. As they 
sat around a fire the same night several shots 
were fıred at them, and Westaway and one of 
his men named Bates fell severely wounded. 
During the panic which followed the outlaws 
were not sighted, and no further shots were 
fired.  
At first light the next morning, Westaway, who 
had been shot through the lung, was conveyed 
by boat to Yallock station. He was two years 
recovering from his wound, and he never 
returned to Settlement Point. Bates was 
carried to the Bass River, where he was treated 
by Hugh Anderson, but he remained a cripple 
for the rest of his life. This further attack at 
the Westaway station caused alarm 
throughout the district, and all the settlers 
were in great fear of the marauding Aborigines.  
Military duties forced Rawson to go back to 
Melbourne, and during the two weeks he was 
away from Western Port, the Aboriginal 
outlaws moved up to the area just east of 
Dandenong. On his return a party of twelve, 
including himself, Mr. Powlett, a Mr. Ayre, a 
policeman, Protector Thomas and Aboriginal 
trackers, with horses, a light cart and camping 
gear, set off in pursuit. After searching for 
several days they headed for Sawtell’s Inlet 
where a new station was owned by a Mr. 
Sawtell and managed by a Mr. Anderson, the 
latter being a newcomer to the district, and no 
relation to the Anderson brothers on the Bass 
River. Approaching the Inlet, they found tracks 
which they followed into thickly timbered 
country, moving with caution as the Aboriginal 
trackers indicated that they were close to their 
quarry. They advanced for about a kilometre, 
and when they arrived in sight of the sea, 
suddenly two shots were fired close to them, 
and immediately afterwards people were seen 
about two hundred metres away. In front of 
them the land was open and flat for about one 
hundred and fifty metres and then there was 
more thick scrub, in which they could see the 
outlaws. After considering the situation, they 

decided to charge across this open stretch of 
country, but immediately every horse was 
floundering up to its girth, the flat being a 
swamp. After much scrambling and confusion 
they all managed to get back on to firm 
ground, and to their astonishment not one 
shot was fired at them. Eventually, the party 
crossed the swamp on foot, and called on the 
outlaws to surrender; but to their surprise, it 
was Mr. Anderson of Tooradin station and four 
servants out swan-shooting who surrendered. 
A little later they sighted the real outlaws, and 
chased them through the swamp, but were no 

match for the V.D.L. Aborigines, who quickly 
disappeared from sight.  
Rawson was now worried that the outlaws 
were making for Yallock station, and after he 
and his party had travelled a short time in that 
direction they saw them near the Bunyip 
River, but one of their dogs gave the alarm. 
The Aborigines abandoned all their gear, and 
fled into the swamp, again escaping the 
hunters. Further attempts to catch the 
outlaws proved unsuccessful, so the 
expedition was abandoned, and Powlett and 
Rawson returned to Melbourne.  
Having been left to his own devices, Protector 
Thomas, with Aboriginal trackers, Lively, Poky 
Poky and Buller Bullup, set off down the coast 
to Mr. Mundy's station at Red Bluff, which he 
found completely deserted.  
He continued on to the Westaway station, 
which he decided to make his headquarters, 
until he received a reply to a letter he had sent 
to Superintendent La Trobe. After he had 
recovered from his strenuous journey from 
Yallock, he walked to the Bass River, where he 
found a number of settlers from neighbouring 
farms had congregated at Anderson and 
Massie’s farm. During all this time his 
Aborigines had been unable to find any signs 
of the Van Diemen’s Land outlaws.  
When Powlett and Rawson had reached 
Melbourne, the latter had appealed to his 
senior offıcer for assistance, and within a few 
days Rawson with a corporal and eight men 
returned to Yallock, and it must be assumed 
that from then on he was acting as an army-
offıcer.  
A party of twenty-five assembled at Yallock. 
This consisted of Mr. Powlett, Mr. Anderson of 
Tooradin, an unnamed volunteer, Ensign 
Rawson and nine soldiers, nine policemen and 
three Aboriginal trackers, all armed and 
mounted.  
 
       ……/13 
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They travelled by land to the Bass River, and 
although the going was difficult, the party of 
twenty-five was able to proceed through the 
area, where Massie and Rawson had found it 
impossible to take the two horses just one year 
previously. They reached the Westaway station 
where they found Protector Thomas who, with 
his Aborigines, joined the party. Here they 
learnt that Anderson and Massie’s farm had 
just been robbed, and on reaching there found 
that a man had been shot, and had a frightful 
wound in the chest. 

Anderson and Massie had an old Italian 
gardener named Joe, who was considered to 
be a shrewd fellow and a fine gardener. He 
reported that the previous night two fowls and 
six eggs had been stolen, and he was 
convinced that they had been taken by the 
outlaws. On examining the ground around the 
fowl-yard, the trackers were unable to find any 
signs of footprints, but Joe persisted with his 
opinion.  
After some fruitless searching traces of the 
outlaws were found about two kilometres 
south of the farm, on a dray-track leading to a 
deserted station, and on to Watson’s hut and 
the coal mine he had started at Cape Paterson. 
It can be presumed that between the Bass 
River and the Cape, Anderson and Massie had 
cut a bullock-track, which crossed the hills 
south of the farm. It is likely that Powlett and 
his party followed the outlaws along this route. 
On reaching the top of the hills, in the area 
where the road to San Remo diverges from the 

Bass Highway, traces of the fugitives were lost, 
but found again where the dray-tracks led 
down a steep part of the hill, at the bottom of 
which was a creek of brackish water. Having 
crossed another small stream the remains of a 
camp of the outlaws were seen, and a short 
while later they reached another waterway, 
probably Bourne Creek at Kilcunda, where a 
shot-gun, a bundle of potatoes and numerous 
articles of women’s clothing were found. About 
seven kilometres further on they came to a fire 
still burning, and the remains of some lead, 
where the outlaws had been casting bullets. 
Soon open country was reached and, 
advancing cautiously, they heard a shot fired, 
and shortly afterwards the mouth of a stream, 
probably that of the Powlett River, was 
reached.  
It was late in the afternoon when they decided 
to stop and roast the potatoes they had found, 
and they made sure the fire was out before 
nightfall, «so that it would not be seen. This 
was the only food they possessed, providing 
one potato each. They finished their frugal 

meal, crossed the river, travelled cautiously for 
another six kilometres, and then camped for 
the night. Their tobacco was nearly finished, 
they had no more food, and only cold water to 
drink. The Aboriginal trackers went on to 
reconnoitre, returning about 9.00 p.m. with 
the information that the fire of the fugitives 
could be seen about one and a half kilometres 
away. Thomas wanted to go and negotiate with 
them; but he was not allowed to do so. Powlett 
and Rawson decided to set out before daylight, 
to come upon the outlaws before sunrise, as it 
was believed that Aborigines usually slept late 

in the morning, and so they all lay down to 
wait for the night to pass.  
It was a cold, dark morning, with a heavy dew 
falling, when they arose at 4.00 a.m. Without 
any breakfast they set off in silence in single 
file, Thomas’s trackers leading the way. In the 
darkness they all had difficulty seeing each 
other, and but for the more discernible new 
blankets being worn by the Aboriginal 
trackers, those that followed would have lost 
contact with the leaders. They were taken 
along a ridge of sand-hills for almost a 
kilometre, then after wading through a lagoon, 
they advanced over some sandy rises for about 
twenty minutes.  
By this time both Powlett and Rawson were 
beginning to think that the Aborigines had lost 
the trail, but just as the sun was rising above 
the horizon, they saw smoke above the scrub 
in front of them. They soon reached the top of 
a small sandy hill, at the bottom of which was 
the outlaws’ camp. They were all asleep 

around the fire, and knowing that they had 
dogs, Powlett and Rawson were afraid these 
would give the alarm, and their quarry would 
escape into the scrub. Rawson quietly spread 
out his men along the top of the hill, while 
Powlett and his police moved to the right, thus 
forming a semi-circle around the camp below. 
Instructions had been given to all the men that 
the outlaws were to be taken alive, but if any 
attempted to escape they were to be shot. 
At a signal given by Powlett the whole party 
advanced upon the camp site, and as they 
were closing in, one of the policemen, catching 
a glimpse of a man’s head, fıred and missed 
him. Immediately out rushed the dogs and the 
outlaws, the latter trying to reach the thick 
scrub at the other side of the camp. 
Shots were fıred in all directions, and the area 
quickly surrounded, but two escaped towards 
the bush. One of them was caught just as he 
reached the fringe of the scrub, and the other 
was seen running some distance away.  
 
            .…./14  
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To the surprise of Powlett and Rawson, the 
captured outlaws appeared unharmed, but 
hiding under a blanket they found a woman, 
her head covered with blood from a head-
wound. On promising not to shoot him, one of 
the women called to the outlaw who had 
escaped, and he returned and all were secured. 
The wounded woman was Lalla Rookh 
Truganinni, but fortunately the bullet had 
ploughed through the scalp without fracturing 
the bone.   
On examining the camp, they found several 

double and single-barrelled shot-guns, some 
pistols and a large quantity of ammunition. 
There were twenty-five kilograms of flour, a 
similar quantity of sugar, some three 
kilograms of tobacco, and a number of cloaks 
and blankets. One of the men was immediately 
told to use some of the flour to make damper, 
which with water from a nearby swamp to 
drink, provided the first real meal since leaving 
the Bass farm. Powlett, with his policemen and 
the two male prisoners, set off to walk to the 
place where the two whalers had been 
murdered. After carefully examining the area, 
Powlett ordered the two graves to be 
uncovered, so that the bodies could be 
identified. In the meantime, Rawson with his 
men and the three women prisoners, and 
Thomas with his trackers, returned to the Bass 
farm. 
In attempting to identify the spot where the 
outlaws were captured, it is necessary to look 
at Rawson's statement that, on the night 
before they had camped four miles (6½ km) 
east of the mouth of the Powlett River, and that 
the fugitives’ camp was a further one mile (1.4 
km) east. He mentioned a lagoon a short 
distance west, but these dune-lakes behind the 
sand-hills are probably inconstant in their 
presence and position, and this is not a 
reliable clue. The evidence suggests that the 
encounter took place beside the sand-dunes, 
which are just west of Wonthaggi, where the 
Lower Powlett Road travels south from the 
highway, ending in a clearing at the foot of the 
sand-hills. This is a popular spot from which 
surf-fishermen set out to reach the beach. It is 
probable that the end of the long chase was in 
this area, and that the scene of the murders of 
the two whalers was roughly four kilometres 
away, in the direction of Cape Paterson.  
When Powlett’s party returned to Anderson 
and Massie's farm, they were greeted with joy 
and relief by the settlers who had taken refuge 
there during the chase. Old Joe walked up to 
one of the prisoners, and holding a clenched 
fist to his face, turned to Powlett and said 

“Here’s £5 to have a shot at him”. Later, 
whenever he was seen to go near one of the 
prisoners, Joe could be heard cursing him. 
There can be no doubt that the presence of the 
outlaws was a major threat to the countryside. 
They had killed two men, and injured four 
others, three of them seriously. They had 
robbed many stations over a wide area, and 
had accumulated a large number of various 
weapons.  
Samuel and Hugh Anderson, and Robert 
Massie did not join the punitive force, this 
probably being due to the fact that the 

Anderson station had been robbed, and one 
man wounded on the previous day. The 
brothers felt that their primary duty was to 
remain on the farm, to help to protect the 
people and property on the Bass River. Only 
one of the outlaws was injured, this being the 
woman who received the scalp-wound . This 
was Truganinni, who was taken back to the 
Bass farm, where Hugh Anderson dressed her 
wound. It is said of Hugh Anderson that, in 
after years, he claimed that a coat he wore had 
been worn by royalty. This was one of his own, 
which had been stolen from him by 
Truganinni, the Queen of the Tasmanian 
Aborigines, and which she had returned to him 
as a gesture of gratitude, after he had dressed 
the gunshot wound in her scalp. 
Hugh Anderson would have enjoyed telling 
such a story but, of course, the coat was 
probably amongst the cloaks and blankets 
which were recovered from the outlaws’ 
campsite. 
The prisoners were taken to Melbourne, and at 
their trial they were defended by a young Irish 
barrister, Redmond Barry, who had arrived at 
the new Port Phillip settlement two years 
previously. When he first came to Melbourne 
there were many Aborigines in the streets, and 
their encampments ringed the town. The 
interest he took in them set him apart from his 
fellow colonists. As a barrister he became their 
“standing counsel” in their many clashes with 
the new and incomprehensible law of the white 
man, and long into the night he laboured on 
their cases, but never received a fee. Later, he 
was to be knighted, and was the judge at Ned 
Kelly’s trial. 
The five Van Diemen’s Land Aborigines were 
tried and found guilty of the charges and, in 
due course, the two male Aborigines were 
executed, this being the first hanging to be 
carried out in Melbourne. (5) 
The Melbourne detachment of the 28th 
Regiment was relieved by the 80th Regiment, 
and ordered back to Sydney.  
                                             ……/15 
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Rawson went with it, and his journals end at 
this point.  
There is a final note, which must have been 
added later. He wrote: “Met my friend Mr. 
Powlett on the platform of the Stirling railway 
station in Aug. 1862 the only time I ever saw 
him again”. It would be interesting to know 
how much time they had on that Scottish 
railway platform to relive the adventures they 
had shared at Western Port twenty-one years 
previously.  
In August 1842, Rawson left Sydney with his 

regiment for India. Whilst he was there, the 
slump in the cattle business and bad 
management by Jamieson brought about 
financial losses. The former’s brother William 
came across from Tasmania, and considered 
buying Jamieson’s interest in the station, so 
that the brothers would wholly own Yallock. He 
finally rejected this plan and sold the half-
share in 1845. Samuel Rawson never returned 
to Australia. 

Thanks to the Bass Valley Historical Society 
for allowing us to republish this Chapter 

from “The Andersons of Western Port. 
 
 

Exciting News: Korumburra and District 
Historical Society Inc. 
 
Digitising of the Great Southern Advocate. 
Korumburra was declared a township in 1887.  
The railway was opened from Melbourne in 
1890. One of the first local newspapers to 
service the area was The Great Southern 
Advocate which ran from 1889 to 1959. 
As no local newspapers had been digitised for 
research purposes, the Korumburra Historical 
Society saw a need for the wealth of historical 
information contained in the papers to be 

made more readily available. 
In 2015 the members sought a grant from the 
Public Records Office and were successful in 
obtaining $8,250 for the first part of the 
project. 
This covered the first papers from 1889 to 
1906 approx. 4400 pages. 
The project took some management as the 
photographic images of the papers were held 
by the State Library of Victoria who agreed to 
supply them to the National Library of 
Australia in Canberra. The N.L.A. then 
digitised the pages into live searchable text at a 
cost of $2.10 per page, a total of around 
$10,000.  
The files are then loaded on to the “TROVE” 
web site, which makes all the data fully 
searchable and available to the general public, 
research people & students. 
The Korumburra Historical Society used the 
grant money to pay for the project. The Society 
paid the extra money. In 2016 we applied for 
another grant to continue the work, but we 
were not successful this time. 
In 2018 we again applied for a grant to cover 
1907 to 1926 (this did not include 1914 – 1918 
the war years which had already been 
digitised). We were successful again in 
obtaining $14,414 for 6,240 pages. This project 
is under process, awaiting confirmation from 
Canberra. 
Unfortunately we ran into a problem with the 
1907 to 1913 section as the papers that were 
filmed were in very poor condition and could 
not be processed. So we have added a further 7 
years from 1927 to 1933.  All is not lost as we 
have at our society premises original good 
copies of the paper from 1907 – 1913 which we 
hope to have processed at a later date. 
In the future we hope to continue the project 
until all the years of The Great Southern 
Advocate are digitised & on line with “Trove”. 
 
Doug Boston – Archivist – Korumburra & 
District Historical Society. 
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If you have old photos you need restored, give Trish a call.  


